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Objectives:

• Present baseline data for awareness and knowledge about fentanyl and 
perceived risk of harm from intentional or accidental use.

• Discuss how Kansas will support communities by using new data for 
planning and implementation of fentanyl awareness strategies.

• Highlight how to partner with data resources to expand prevention to 
include harm reduction strategies.

• Share new overdose prevention resources and events.





Drug Transportation Routes
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Gaps and Challenges

Data on special populations

Reliable information on overdose 
deaths at the community level

Synthetic opioid market is always 
changing

Knowledge of how to use Naloxone

Need to be proactive
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• Target population
• Kansans aged 18-25

• Administered online annually
• Random sample
• Consent & gift card incentive
• N = 924
• State level data

• Target population
• Students in 6th, 8th, 10th, & 12th 

grades
• Administered online annually
• Census/convenience sample
• Written parental consent
• N = 30,467
• State, County, Schools district 

and building data



Question wording/ 
Response options

• How do you gauge 
awareness/knowledge?

• What are perceived risks when fentanyl 
can be a prescribed medication?

• What is appropriate for youth?
- Is that different for middle school versus 

high school?
- What about young adults?



Question wording/Response options

“How much have you heard about fentanyl?”

• I have not heard about fentanyl. (Response does not get 2nd question)
• I have heard about fentanyl, but I do not know what it is.
• I have heard about fentanyl, and I know what it is.

“How much do you think people risk harming themselves (physically or in other ways) if they 
take fentanyl accidentally or on purpose?”

• No risk
• Slight risk
• Moderate risk
• Great risk



Question wording/Response options -
Young adults only
“Do you know someone who has taken fentanyl not prescribed to 
them, knowingly or by accident?”

•No
•Yes

Coming in 2023
“I know how to access Naloxone/Narcan if someone around me 
overdoses.

•No
•Yes
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Awareness
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Awareness
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Awareness and Population Density
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Awareness
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Perceived Risk of Harm
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Young Adults
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Young Adults
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Community Reports Assess Need
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Substance 
Abuse 
Prevention 
and 
Treatment 
Block 
Grant

Fund primary prevention

universal, selective and indicated 
prevention activities and services for 
persons not identified as needing 
treatment



Funded Community Coalitions







Kansas Prescription Drug and Opioid Advisory Committee



Kansas 
Overdose 
Prevention 
Strategic Plan

Vision
Prevent substance use disorder 
and end drug overdose in 
Kansas

Mission
Identify and implement best 
practices for substance 
misuse, use disorder, and 
overdose prevention in Kansas 
through coordinated, data-
driven strategic planning, 
education, and advocacy.



Recommended Strategies
Prevention

Strategy Level of Impact Prioritization
Expand public awareness of the drug overdose 
epidemic and state/local resources Moderate High

Expand implementation of school-based 
programming Moderate High

Youth-led prevention activities Moderate High
Expand state and local polysubstance use 
prevention initiatives Moderate High

Universal primary prevention strategies that 
increase protective factors and address overall 
health and wellness including SUD, suicide 
prevention, resilience, and mental health

Moderate/High High

Expand medication disposal interventions Moderate Medium
Community-level strategic planning Moderate Medium



Implementation Barriers
Barriers

Funding

A lack of sustainable funding at the local level is a challenge that continues to impact prevention
work. Specifically, limited funding to support long-term evidence-based programs and media 
campaigns. There is also limited state funding intended for opioid and psychostimulant prevention 
for youth.

Legislation

Historically, school-based prevention activity implementation has been used to engage youth.
Legislation passed during the 2022 session directly impacts implementation by requiring consent to 
survey participation to be collected within four months of the survey being administered. Evaluation 
of prevention programming is integral to the prevention framework and poses challenges for 
coalitions engaging in school-based programing.

Workforce Capacity

The workgroup had many discussions around limited workforce capacity in the state that directly
impacts the expansion of current prevention programming and strategic planning efforts. Part of 
this challenge is related to limited funding that allows for full-time staff to be onboarded to 
coalitions, as many function through volunteer and/or part time staff.

Limited Evidence-Based 
Programming

Current evidence-based programs have shown effectiveness in decreasing alcohol and tobacco
use among youth. Partners acknowledged that many topics in these programs are applicable to 
substance misuse. However, evidence-based prevention programming specific to prescription drug, 
opioid, psychostimulant misuse for youth is underdeveloped at the national level. Additionally, there 
is minimal information on polydrug use.



Opioid Overdose Prevention 
Funding in Kansas

• State Opioid Response (SOR)
• Strategic Prevention Framework for Prescription Drugs (SPF-Rx)
• Overdose Data to Action (OD2A)
• First Responders – Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act 

(FR-CARA)
• Kansas Fights Addiction Act
• Municipality
• Statewide

• SUD Block Grant



State Opioid Response

Naloxone 
distribution

Community-
Based 

Prevention

Opioid and
Stimulant
Conference



Strategic Prevention 
Framework
for Prescription Drugs

• Prioritize the issue of 
prescription drug misuse

• Raise awareness 
regarding medication 
sharing and the risks of 
overprescribing



Overdose Data to Action

Kansas Prescription 
Drug and Opioid 

Advisory 
Committee

Naloxone Training Naloxone Policy 
Development

Peer Navigation 
Services

Peer to Peer 
Learning Summit

Targeted Naloxone 
Distribution

Opioid and
Stimulant
Conference



First Responders –
Comprehensive Addiction 
and Recovery Act
• Naloxone distribution
• First Responder engagement
• Overdose Treatment
• Overdose Training
• Local jail engagement
• Warm handoffs



Kansas Fights Addiction Act
• Settlement Breakdown:

• 75% to the KFA fund
• 25% to the Municipalities Fight Addiction Fund (MFAF)
• $200,000 dedicated annually to K-TRACS

• 11-member Kansas Fights Addiction Act Grant 
Review Board oversees the KFA grant program
• Providing funding opportunities for eligible state agencies, 

local and county governments and nonprofit 
organizations for the purpose of preventing, reducing, 
treating, or abating or remediating substance abuse or 
addiction.



Prevention Strategies

Primary Prevention 
Strategies

Increase Protective 
Factors

Decrease Risk 
Factors

Rx & Opioid Specific 
Strategies

Community 
Education

Medication 
Disposal

Medication Safe 
Storage

What can we do?



Community Education
• Key Communication:

• Evidence-based information on opioids 
and fentanyl in Kansas/your community

• The risk of prescription opioid 
medication and illicit opioids

• Safe use and disposal messaging

• Safe medication use education, 
avoiding misuse

Never Take Opioids With 
Alcohol, Sleep Aids, Anti-
anxiety Meds, Or Cold-

medicine.

Do I understand what is 
in the drug I’m taking?



Learn. Lock. Lead. 
Media Campaign
https://knowmoreks.org/learn-lock-
lead/

DEFINITIO N OF METRIC CAMPAIGN 
NUMBERS

Reach – total number of people who saw the ad at least once 212,545

Impressions – number of times the ad was seen 750,185

Frequency – average number of times ad was seen 3.53

Actions – total number of actions people took in the ad 
(engagement, clicks, and conversions)

744

Ad recall – estimated number of people who may remember seeing 
the ads, when asked

9,060

https://knowmoreks.org/learn-lock-lead/
https://knowmoreks.org/learn-lock-lead/


https://www.dccca.org/kansas-opioid-and-stimulant-conference/

https://www.dccca.org/kansas-opioid-and-stimulant-conference/


Fight Fentanyl Resources



Fentanyl 
Toolkit

https://www.dccca.org/prevention-resources/

https://www.dccca.org/prevention-resources/






Key Findings
• Increase in the 

percentage of students 
that said their family has 
clear rules about drug 
and alcohol use.

• Increase in the 
percentage of students 
that said their friends feel 
it would be “very wrong” 
for them to use 
prescription drugs not 
prescribed to them.



Only use prescription drugs as directed by a 
health professional

Never share your prescription medications with 
others our uses someone else's prescription 
medications

Always store your medications securely to 
prevent others from taking them, and properly 
dispose of medications that you no longer need

Be a good example to those around you by 
modeling these safe medication-taking 
practices and discussing the dangers of 
misusing prescription drugs with your family, 
friends, colleagues, students, or patients



FOR SAFE USE, NEVER:

TA K E ME D I C AT I O N S N OT 
PRE S C RI B E D TO YO U.

S HARE YO U R 
PRE S C RI PT I O N

ME D IC AT IO N S W IT H 
AN YO N E .

TA K E O P IO ID S
WIT H AL C O HO L , S L E E P 

AI D S , AN T I - ANX I E TY 
MED S , O R C O L D -

ME D IC IN E .

TA K E MED I C AT I O N MO R E 
O F T E N O R I N HI G HE R

D O S E S T HAN 
PRE S C RI B E D.



• Keep your prescription drugs in a secure, locked location

• Know where your prescription medications are at all times

• Keep prescription pills in the original bottle with the label 
attached, and the child resistant cap secured

• Keep track of how many prescription pills are in your 
bottle so you are immediately aware if any are missing

Safe Storage



Take unused 
medication to a 
drop box in your 

community.

Visit 
www.deadiversion.u
sdoj.gov/pubdispse 
arch/
to find disposal 
locations near you

Avoid putting 
prescription 

medications in the 
trash.

If you must throw 
them in the trash, 
mix them with cat 

litter or coffee 
grounds in a sealed 

bag and destroy 
the label on the 

bottle.

Use an 
environmentally-
friendly at-home 
disposal bags.

DCCCA will provide 
for free upon 

request at 
www.dccca.org/pr
evention-services

Safe Disposal

http://www.deadiversion.u/
http://www.dccca.org/pr


DISPOSAL STRATEGIES

SA FE D I SP OS A L SI TES

1.
2.

3.
MIX P ILLS WIT H 
KIT TLY LIT TER
OR DI RT IN 
Z IP LO C &
THRO W AWAY 



MedSafe Containers



Naloxone Access in Kansas
Kansas Naloxone Program - Free to any Kansas resident

Visit DCCCA’s website to:

• request a naloxone kit

• view/request a training on
Overdose Prevention and
Naloxone Administration

https://www.dccca.org/naloxone-program/

http://www.dccca.org/naloxone-program/


Naloxone Program
More than 45,000 kits distributed

400+ lives saved

100% of Kansas Counties have received naloxone

11,000+ trained on opioid overdose prevention and 
naloxone

https://www.dccca.org/naloxone-kit-request-form/

https://www.dccca.org/naloxone-kit-request-form/




VendingMachine



ONEbox



Naloxone Training



What’s Next?
• Fentanyl Test Strips
• Increased naloxone distribution
• Increased awareness campaigns
• Continued community education
• Ongoing data collection, monitoring, and evaluation

Limitations/Challenges
• Strips do not indicate the amount of a substance
• False positives do occur
• Illicit drug supply changes frequently and drugs are not evenly mixed
• School-Based data collection targeting youth
• Misinformation and stigma
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